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Preſented to the Parliament, 


BY THE 


MERCHANTS, 
UR SOVERAIGN LORD), taking into his Conſideration, That by'an AR 
paſt in this preſent Parliament, Intituled A& for Enconreging of Forreign Trade, 
| His Majeſty, for the Improvement thereof, did, with Advice and Conſent of the 
 ____—...-. - Eftates of Parliament, Statute and Declare, That Merchants, more or fewer may 
Contra, andenter into fuch Societies and Companies, for carrying on a Trade, as to any 
Subje& of Goods or Merchandiſe, to whatſoever Kingdoms, Countries or Parts of the World, 
not being in War with his Majeſty, where Trade is in uſe fo be or may be followed, and par- 
ticularly belide the Kingdoms and Countries of EUROPE, to the Eaft and Weſt Indies, the 
Straits, and to trade in the eMediterraniar, or upon the Coaſt of Africa, or in the Northern: 
Parts or elſe where as above - which Societies and Companies, being ContraRed and Entered | 
into, upon the Terms, and in the uſual manner, as ſuch Companies, are ſet up, and in uſe in 
other Parts, conſiſtent always with the Laws of this Kingdom, ' His Majeſty, with Conſent | 
foreſaid, did allow and approve giving and granting to them, and each of them, all Powers, | 
Rights and Priviledges, as to their Perſons, Rules and Orders, that by the Laws are given to 
Compares, allowed to be EreRted for ManufaQories; And his Majeſty, for their greater | 
Encouragement did promiſe to give to theſe Companies, and each of them, his Letters Patent | 
under the Great Seal, Confirming the whole forefaid Powers and Priviledges, with what other 
Encouragements His Majeſty ſhould judge needfu], as the forefaid act of Parliament at more | 
length bears | 
And His Majeſty underſtanding, That ſeveral Perſons, as well Forreigners as Natives © 
this Kingdom, are willing to engage themſelves, with great ſums of Money, in an American, 
"African, and 1ndien Trade, to be exerciſed in, and from this Kingdorn, if inabled and encou= 
roged thereiato by the Conceſhons, Powers and Priviledges needful and uſual in ſuch 
aſes, | 
Therefore, and in purſnance ofthe foreſaid AR of Parliament, His Majeſty, with Advice 
8nd Conſent of the ſaid Eſtates of Parliament, Do hereby make and Confſtitute 
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with ſuch others as ſhal join 


with them within the ſpace of after the date hereof, and all other 
whom the forcſaid Perſons, or Major part of them being aſſembled, ſhal admit and join into 
A | theſe 
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their joint Stock and Trade, to be one Body Incorporat, and a free Corporation, with per. 
petual Succeſſion, by the Name of, The Company of Scoiland, Trading to Africk, and the Indies, 

With Power to the ſaid Company, to have a common Seal, and to alter and renew the 
ſame at their pleaſure: As alſo to plead and fue, and be ſued, and to purchaſe, acquire, 
poſſeſs and enjoy Lordſhips, Lands, Tenements, or other Eſtate, real or perional, of whatſo. 
ever Nature or Qualicysz And to diſpoſe upon, and altenat the fame, or any part thereof at 
their pleaſure, and that by Transferrs and Aſſigments, made and entered in their Books and 
Records, without any other formality of Law: Providing always, that the foreſaid Tranf- 
ferrs and Convey ances; as to Lands and other real Eſtate, ( when made of theſe only, and a 
oer'9 be perferted according to the Laws of the Kingdom anent the Conveyance of Lands and 

cal Rights. 

With Power likewiſe to the foreſaid Company, by Subſcriptions or otherwiſe, as they ſhal 
ſee meet, to raiſe a joint. Stock or Capital Fond of ſuch a ſum or ſums of Money, and under 
and ſubje& unto ſuch Rules, Conditions, and Qualifications as by the foreſaid Perſons or Coms 
pany, and Major Part of them when aſſembled, ſhal be limited and appointed to begin, carry 
on, and ſupport theirintended Tradeand Navigation, and what ever may contribute to the 
Advancement thereof. 

And it is hereby Declared, That the ſaid joint Stock or Capital Fond, or any Eſtate, Re- 
all or Perſonal, Ships, Good:, or other Effet off, of belonging to the ſaid Company ſhall 
not be lyable unto any manner of Confiſcation, Seizure, Forefeiture, Attachment, Arreaſt 
or Reſtraint, for and by Reaſon of any Embargo, Breach of the Peace, Letters of Mark or 
Reprizca!, Declaration of War with any Forreign Prince, Potentate or State, or upon any 0+ 
ther Account or P:etence whatſoever, but ſhal only be transferrable, aſſignable or alienable, 
in ſuch way and manner, ard in ſuch Parts and Proportions, and under ſuch Reftriftions, Rules 
and Conditions as the ſaid Company hal by Writing in, and upon their Books, Records and 
Regiſters dire& and appoint, and theſe Transferrs and Aſſignments only, ard no other ſhal 
convoy the Right and Froperty, in, and to the ſaid joint Stock, and Capital Fond, and Ef 
feRts thereof above mentioned, or any part of the ſame, excepting always as 18 above excep- 
ted; And that the Creditors of any particular Member of the Company, may by their real 
Diligence zff-& the ſhare of the Profit, falling and pertaining to the Debiror, without having 
any farder Right or Power of the Debitors Part and Intereſt in the Stock, or Gapital Fond, 
otherways than is above appointed, and the Books, Records, and Regiſters of the ſaid Come 


pany, or Authentick Abſtrats or Extracts out of the ſame, are hereby declared to be good 
and ſufficient for Evidence in all Courts of Judicature, and <lfe-where, 

And His Majeſtie with Advice foreſaid, farder Statutes and Declares, that the ſaid 

and others to be joyned with, aſſumed by them in manner above- 
mentioned, and their Succeflors, or msjJor part of them Aſſembled in the ſaid Company, ſhall 
ard may in all timecoming by the plurality of Votes, Agree, Make, Conſtitute and Ordain 
all ſuch other Rules, Ordinances and Conſtitutions, as may be neecful for the better Go= 
vernment and Improvement of their Joynt Stock, or Capital Fond, in all mattersand things 
rel2tirg thereunto; To which Rules, Orders and Conſtitutions, the ſame being conſiſtent 
mith, and no wayscontrary to the Laws of the Kingdom, all perſons belonging to the ſaid 
Ccmpany, as well Diretors as Members thereof, Governours or other Officers Civil or cAMi- 
Jitary, or others whatſcever ſhall be ſubjeR, and thereby concluded. 

And the ſaid Company is hereby impowered to e<quipp fit,ſet out, fraught and Navigat their 
own, or hired Ships in ſuch manner as they ſhall think fitzand that notwithſtanding the AR of 
Parliament 1661 Iotituled, AF for encourageing Shipping and Navigation, wherewith His Majeſty 
with Conſent forelaid, D:ſpenles in tavours of the ſaid Company,& that from any of the parts 
or places of this Kingdcm, or from any other parts or places in Amity, or not in Hoſtilicy 
with His Majeſty, in Warlike or other mannery to any Lands, Iſlands, Countries or pla- 
ces in Afiz, Africa or America: andthere to Plant Colonies, Build Cities, Towns or Forts, 
inor upon the pl ices not Inhabited, or in or upon any other place by conſent of the Natives 
and Inhabitants, and not poſſeſt by any European, Soverajgn, Potentat Prince or Statez and 
to provide and furniſh the foreſaid Places, Cities, Towns or Forts, with Magazines, Ord- 
n2nces, Arms, Weapons, Ammunition and Stores of War: and by Force of Arms to de. 
fend their Trade and Navigation, Colonies, Cities, Towns, Forts and Plantations,and other 
ther Effc&s whatſoever, Asalſoto make Repriſals, and to ſeek and take Reparation of Dam- 
nage, done by Sea orby Land, and to makeand conclude Treaties of Peace, and Com- 
merce with the Soveraigns, Princes, Eſtates, Rulers, Governours or Proprictars of the a- 
forcſaid Lands, Iſlands, Countries or Places in Aſia, Africa or America. = 
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And His Majeſty with Conſent foreſaid, doth furder Statut and Ordain, that none of the 
Leidges of this Kingdom, ſhall or may Trade, or Navigat toany Lands, Iſlands, Countries, 
or Places in Aſa, Africa or America, for and during the ſpace of twenty one Years, to be 
accompted from the paſſing of this preſent AQ, without Licenſe and Permiſſion in Writing 
from the the ſaid Company e Certifying all ſuch as ſhalldo in the contrary hereof, that they 
ſhall Forfeit and Amit the third part of the Ship or Ships, and of the Cargoe or Cargees there- 
in employed, or the Value thereofg, whereof the one half to His Majeſty as Eſcheat, and 
the other half to theuſe and benefit of the ſaid Company : excepting always, and without pre- 
zudice to any ofthe SubjeRs of this Kingdom, to Trade and Navigat to any pait of America, 
where the Colonies, Plantations or Poſlefsions of the ſaid Company ſhall not be lertled. 

And it is furder hereby KnaQed, that the ſaid Company ſhall bave the Free and abſolute 


Right and Property, only Releving and Holding of His Majeſty and His Succeſſors in So- 


veraignty, for the only Acknowledgement of their Allegiance in and toall ſuch Lands, Iſlands, 
Colonies, Cities, Towns, Forts and Plantations that they ſhall come to Eſtabliſh, or Pol- 
ſeſs in manner foreſaid, As allo, to all manger of Treaſures, Weal:hs, Riches, Profits, Mines, 
Minerals, Fiſhings, with the whole Produd and Benefit thereof, as well under as above the 
Ground, and as well in Rivers and Seas, as in the Lands thereto belonging or from or 
by reaſon of the ſame in any ſart, together with the Right of the Government and Admirali- 
ty thereof, And that the ſaid Company may by Vertue hereof,Grant and Delegat ſuch Riohts, 
Properties, Powers and [lmmunities, and permit and allow ſuch fort of Trade, Commerce and 
Navigation unto their Plantations, Colonies, Cities, Towns or Places of their Poſſclsion, as 
the ſaid Company from time to time ſhall judge meet and convenient. 

With power to them, to Impoſe and ExaR ſuch Cuſtoms and other Duties upon,and from 
themſelves and others Trading with, and coming to the ſaid Plantations, Cities, Towns and 
Places, and Ports and Harbours thereof. as the Company ſhall think needful for the Maintain- 
ance and other publick Uſes of the ſame, Holding always, and to hold the whole Premiſſes 
of His Majeſty, and His Succeſlors Kings of Scotland, as Soveraigns thereof. And paying on- 
ly for the ſame, their Acknowledgement and Allegiance for all other Duty, Claim ar Des» 
mand whatſoeverc 

With power and liberty to. the ſaid Company, to Treat for, and to procure and purchaſe 
ſuch Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Exemptions and other Grants, as may be convenient for 


Supporting, Promoting and Enlarging their Trade and Navipation, from any Forreign Poten- 


eat or Prince whatſoever, in Amity with His Majeſty, For which, the General Treaties of 
Peace and Commerce, betwixt His Majefty and ſuch Potentates, Princes or States, (ball ſerve 
for ſufficient Security, Warrand and Authority: and ifcontrary to the faid Rights, Lights, 
Liberties, Priviledges, Exemptions, Grants or Agreements , any of the Ships, Goods, Mer- 
chandiſe, Perſons, or other Effeas whatſoever belonging to the ſaid Company, ſhall be ſtopr, 
detained, Imbazelled, or away taken, or in any fort prejudged or damnified, His MajeRy 
promiſſes to [nterpoſe His Authority, to have Reſtitution, Reparation, and Satisfaction made 
for the Damage done, and that upon the publick Charge which His Majeſty ſhall cauſe 
Deburſe and lay out for that Effe&, 

And furder, it is hereby Statute, That all Ships, Veſſels, Merchandize, Goods and other 
Eff-&s whatſoever belonging to the ſaid Company, ſhall be free of all manner of Reftraints or 
Prohibitions, and of all Cuſtoms, Taxes, Ceſſes, Supplies, or other Duties impoſed, or to 
be impoſed by A& of Parliament, or otherwiſe, for and during the ſaid ſpace of twenty and 
one Years, excepting always the whole Duties of Tobacco and Sugar, that are not of the 
Growthof the Plantations of the faid Company, 

And farder, It is hereby Enacted, that theſaid Company by Commiſſion under their Com- 
mon Seal or otherways as they (hall appoint, may make and conſtitute all and every their 
DireQors, Governors, Commanders in Chief, and other Officers Civil or Military by Seaor 
by Land ; Aslikewiſe, that the ſaid Company may Iuliſt, Inroll, Hire and Retain all ſuch | 
Perſons Subjects ofthis Kingdom, or others whatſoever as (ball be willing and conſent to en- 
ter into their Service or Pay,providing always that they uplift or Levy none within this King- 
dom to be Soldiers, without Leave and Warrand firſt obtained from His Majeſty, or the 
Lords of His Privy Council, over which, Diregors, Governours, Commanders in Chief, 
and other Officers Civil and Military, and others whatſoever in their Service and Pay, the 
Company ſhall have the Power, Command, and Diſpoſition both by Sea and Land. 

And it is farder Statute, that no Officer Civil or Militaty, or other perſon whatſoever 
within this Kingdom, ſhall impreſs, lntertain, Stopor Detain any of the Members, Officers, 
Servants, or others whatſoever of, or belonging to the ſaid Company; And in caſe the ſaid 
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Company their Officzrs or Agents ſhall find or 2 FRF. afiy of the Members, Officers, Sex. 
vanis, or others torcſaids to be Impreſſed, Stopped or Detained, they are hereby Authoriz. 
ed and allowed to toke hold off, and releaſe the foreſaid Perſon impreft or ſtopt in any part of 
this Kingdom, either by Land or Water, and all Magiſtrats and others His Majeſties Officers, 
Civil and Military, and all others, are hereby required in their reſpeQive Stations, to be 
aiding and aſfiſting to the ſaid Company, unde the pain of being 1yable to all the Loſs, Damage 
and Detriment of the ſaid Company, by reaſon of the foreſaid perſons their negle&, 

And farder, that the ſaid Company, whole Members, Officers, Servants, or others be- 
longing thereto, ſhall be free both in their Perſons, Eſtate and Goods imployed in the faid 
Stock and Trade, fromall manner of Taxes, Ceſles, Supplies, Exciſes, Quartering of Soldiers 
Tranſient or Local, or Leveying of Soldiers, or other Impoſition whatſoever, and that for and 
during the ſpace of years, | 
And laſtly, all perſonsconcerned or !o be concerned in this Company, are hereby decla- 
red to be free Denizons of this Kingdom, and that they withal that ſhall ſettle to inhabite, 
or be born in any of the foreſaids Plantations, Collonies, Cities, Towns, FaQories, and o- 
ther places that ſhall be purchaſed and poſſeſt by the ſaid Company, ſhall berepute as Natives 
of this Kingdcm, and have the Priviledge thereof. 

And generally without prejudice of the Specialities foreſaid, His Afajeſtie with Conſent 
forcſaid, Gives and Grants to the ſaid Company, al! Powers, Rights and Priviledges as to 
their Perſons, Rules, Orders, Eſtates, Goods and Effeas whatſoever, that by the Laws are 
given to Companies, allowed to be EreRed for ManufaCtories, or thatare uſually given in any 
other Civil Kingdom or Common-wealth, to any Company there EreQted for Trade and 
Commerce. | 

And for the better Eſtabliſhment and greater Solemnity of this A & and gift in favours of the 
aid Cumpany 3 His Majefty doth farder Ordain Letters patent to be expede hereupon, cons 
taining the whole Premifſes under the Great Seal of this Kirgdom z For doing whereof pey 
ſaltum, thir preſents ſhall be a ſufficient Warrand both tothe DireRor and the Chancellor or 
Keeper of the Great Seal, as uſe is in the like Caſes. - 
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